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Instrumentation

PiccoloFlute
Flute

2 Oboes
Bb Clarinet

Bb Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoon

4 Horns in F
2 C Trumpets

2 Tenor Trombones
Bass Trombone

Tuba

Percussion (2-3 players)
Vibraphone, Xylophone

Flexitone, Sus Cymbal, 2 bass drums, Tambourine, High Hat

Harp

Strings

Performance Notes:

Figures inside boxes should be repeated for the duration of the line following 
- ad lib - do not coordinate within section

A " / " through a figure means play as fast as possible

Stems without note-heads indicates approximate pitch - ad lib

Program Note:

This somewhat unusual title comes from a poem by the 13th-century Persian, Rumi: Chickpea to Cook.  I was
 inspired by its florid, quirky nature, charged with boiling.  The music is a tone poem of the Chickpea's
 transformation. I also heard it as a metaphor for classical music training and the relationship of student to teacher.

 
The music begins in a boiling chaos, and the chickpea leaps out in the winds - the bass drum "ladle" slaps the pea 
down, and sings his song with horn and cello.  After this, a state of grace, a ride on an elephant and then the final
 boiling to its cooked conclusion.

Chickpea to Cook

Mawlānā Jalāl ad-Dīn Muḥammad Balkhī
ی د بلخ دين محم ا جلال ال مولان
Rūmī 

Trans: Coleman Barks

A chickpea leaps almost over the rim of the pot
where it's being boiled.

"Why are you doing this to me?"

The cook knocks him down with the ladle.

"Don't you try to jump out.
You think I'm torturing you.
I'm giving you flavor,
so you can mix with spices and rice
and be the lovely vitality of a human being.

Remember when you drank rain in the garden.
That was for this."

Grace first. Sexual pleasure,
then a boiling new life begins,
and the Friend has something good to eat.

Eventually the chickpea
will say to the cook,
"Boil me some more.
Hit me with the skimming spoon.
I can't do this by myself.

I'm like an elephant that dreams of gardens
back in Hindustan and doesn't pay attention
to his driver. You're my cook, my driver,
my way into existence. I love your cooking."

The cook says,
"I was once like you,
fresh from the ground. Then I boiled in time,
and boiled in the body, two fierce boilings.

My animal soul grew powerful.
I controlled it with practices,
and boiled some more, and boiled
once beyond that,
and became your teacher
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